
Our Equality Advocates are highly trained women from diverse
backgrounds across the Grampians region, empowered to share their lived
experiences of structural barriers and discrimination. They offer authentic,
context-relevant perspectives that enable CoRE members to listen, learn,
and reflect on how to best take action.

Equality for All: Meet our Advocates

Annabel is proud to be a Biromantic Asexual woman with a disability who is actively
involved in the LGBTQIA+ community. She is an Occupational Therapist that helps
individuals advocate for their needs. Annabel brings unique insights from her lived
experiences related to age, disability, gender, and sexual orientation.

Annabel

Bernie navigates the world as wheelchair user and passionately advocates for better
accessibility on various boards and advisory committees. She has had a varied career as
an educator, disability advocate, and mediator. Bernie brings valuable insights from her
lived experiences related to age, disability, and gender.

Bernie

Brenda
Brenda is a proud Black woman who worked as a lawyer and a champion in the advocacy
space back in Uganda. A qualified Social Worker, she is temporary resident in Australia.
Brenda brings unique insights from her lived experiences related to culture, gender,
language, race, and residency status.

Each Advocate can tailor their presentations to suit the audience and
engagement context. Topics they cover include:

Accessing employment opportunities
Navigating healthcare services
Accessing sexual and reproductive health services
Pursuing leadership opportunities

Workplace diversity, inclusion, and belonging
Mental health and wellbeing
Chronic illness and physical activity
Gender and disaster

Christine
Christine is a woman with a disability, with experience in real estate, community
education, finance, and aviation. A qualified Historian, she has recently been accepted
into a PhD program. Christine brings unique insights from her lived experiences related to
age, gender, disability, and religion.

Feonyx
Feonyx is a Diversity and Inclusion leader and co-founder of a grassroots LGBTQIA+ service
in Ballarat. She takes pride in being a mum and a foster carer, providing safe spaces to
people in need. Feonyx brings valuable insights from her lived experiences relating to
disability, gender, and sexual orientation. 

Jessie
Jessie is a PhD graduate who examines systemic barriers to equality and cultural safety. As
a nonbinary person with invisible disabilities, she is committed to community-based
advocacy, raising awareness, and amplifying unheard voices. Jessie brings valuable
insights from her lived experiences relating to disability, gender, and sexual orientation.

Joy is a qualified midwife and neonatal nurse who moved from Kenya in 2004. She is
passionate about helping people navigate Australia’s healthcare system and access
appropriate supports. She was inducted into the 2022 Victorian Honour Roll of Women. 
Joy brings valuable insights related to age, gender, language, and race.

Joy



Katrina T.
Katrina is a social worker, writer, and tactile Artist, who advocates for accessible
appreciation of the arts. She is passionate about country life and all that it has to offer
without conforming into prescribed social moulds. Katrina brings insights from her lived
experiences relating to disability and gender.  

Leena
Leena is a qualified software engineer from Singapore. She recently completed her
Bachelor of Community and Human Services and is bridging the gap between theory and
practice to prevent homelessness. Leena brings valuable insights from her lived
experiences related to gender, marital status, race, and residency status.

Lili
Lili was a foreign trader in China and has a Degree in English. Since moving to Australia,
she completed a Master’s Degree in Social Work and now works in the disability support
sector. Lili brings unique insights from her lived experiences based on culture, gender,
language, race, and residency status.

Modupe
Modupe is a mortgage broker and community leader passionate about empowering
families through tailored lending solutions and financial literacy. She also mentors teens,
supports new mothers, and hosts workshops to uplift her community. Modupe brings unique
insights from her lived experiences based on culture, gender, language, and race.

Lekshmi
Lekshmi is a Pharmacist from India with a Master's Degree in Pharmaceutical Sciences.
Passionate about health education and creating safer communities, she specialises in
simplifying complex clinical concepts and supporting learners. She brings insights from her
lived experiences relating to culture, gender, language, race, and residency status.

For more information on the Equality for All program or to enquire about
engaging one of our Equality Advocates, please contact Katrina Baraquiel:

Email: katrina@whg.org.au
Phone: 03 5322 4100
Mobile: 0415 140 330
Website: whg.org.au

Follow the
QR CODE
to find out
more 

Complete the booking form HERE to invite an Equality Advocate to speak.

https://whg.org.au/our-work/projects/equality-for-all/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/68MPMCZ
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